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TREASURER’s REPORT ON THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE 12 MONTHS TO 30 SEPT 2019 

 

 

1. Our accounts for the 12 months to 30 Sept 2019 have been independently examined by TCA 
Accountants (as agreed at last year’s AGM).  A copy of the Statement of Financial Activity and Balance 

Sheet is attached;  members of the charity are invited to adopt these accounts at this meeting, for submission 

to the Charity Commission. 
 

2. Financially, this has been yet another highly successful year.  Donations, Gift Aid and Grants received 

all increased from last year, and in addition the 2019 Big Busk realised net income of over £6,750 (thank 

you, Karen, and all her elves) and we received a total of over £50,000 from three legacies.  For a second 
year our grants income was boosted by a major grant from the Lloyds Bank Foundation.  Gross income in 

the Shop was slightly up on 2018, and gross expenditure slightly down, giving a very pleasing surplus from 

the Ark Shop of nearly £13,500.  However expenditure in the Ark itself was considerably higher in 2019 
than 2018 following the Trustees’ decision to employ a Volunteer Co-ordinator (a new post), the change of 

Manager in the Spring and some very necessary premises works in the Summer.  Notwithstanding this 

additional expenditure the charity still generated an overall net surplus of nearly £100,000, which is a 

magnificent result. 
 

3. We are of course indebted to those very generous individuals and local organisations who have 

supported us so royally and who have created this wonderful result.  The Treasurer must record his 
admiration for the efforts of Keith Goodman who continued through the year under review to cajole Grant-

making Trusts on our behalf with conspicuous success;  sadly (for us) Keith has decided he must retire, 

which will be a great loss to the charity, but we have been able to appoint Emma Croall to succeed him with 
effect from January 2020. June Howells and her excellent team in the Shop have continued running 

arguably the most successful Charity Shop in Shropshire.  And Tim Compton, David Doonan and more 

recently Wendy Faulkner and all the staff and volunteers in the Ark have undertaken their challenging and 

often stressful work in a way that has kept the charity at the forefront of the public’s attention, ensuring that 
our work is well known, greatly appreciated and generously supported.  The Trustees are extremely grateful 

to them all. 

 
4. As a result of this impressive performance the Trustees have again been able to transfer a substantial 

sum into the Mrs J B Wightman Fund, to support the costs of moving “house” (when we can find suitable 

new premises) and enhancing our services to our clients.   That fund now stands at over £436,500.  
Nevertheless the search for new premises has been very frustrating as options have arisen (including the one 

about which we were so optimistic at the 2019 AGM) and then faded.  But we continue the search. 

 

5. I am happy to report that the charity remains in a very strong financial position. 

 

 

 

18 Mar 2020        I P S 

 
“The basis of all good human behaviour is kindness.” (Eleanor Roosevelt) 

 

“Charity never faileth.”  (1 Corinthians 13 v8) 

 


